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what unsatisfactory. The treatment of products is generally well done, though it would 
have been improved if many of the products of lesser importance had been omitted. 
The regional treatment is good. The book is supplied with an excellent series of 
percentage diagrams and black-and-white distribution maps. The statistical tables 
are well selected for reference work, and the index is full and most serviceable. 

The volume is excellent for a trained teacher who has a good laboratory equipment 
to be used in a supplementary way. We have tested the results of the book in one 
instance and found a large amount of information of unrelated facts and little real 
knowledge — a condition that might arise with even an ideal book in the hands of an 
untrained teacher. In many ways the volume is the best in the market, and is a step 
in advance. For classes in the later years of a high school we should prefer a volume 
with a little more emphasis of causes and consequences and fewer details. R. E. D. 

Zur Eunde der Balkanhalbinsel. Reisen nnd Beobachtungen. 
Herausgegeben von Dr. Carl Patsch. . Heft i. Eine Reise durch 
die Hochlandergaue Oberalbaniens. Von Karl Steinmetz. 66 pp., 13 Illustra- 
tions, and Route Map. Heft 2. Aus Bosniens Letzter Ttlrkenzeit. Von Dr. 
Josef Koetschet, vii and 109 pp., with portrait of Dr. Koetschet. Heft 3. Ein 
Vorstosz in die Nordalbanischen Alpen. 60 pp., 10 Illustrations, and a Map. 
A. Hartleben, Vienna, 1904-1905. (Price, M. 2.25 each.) 

The publishing house of A. Hartleben is to be commended for beginning the pub- 
lication of this series of travels and observations in the Balkan Peninsula, for they 
promise to throw some new light upon this obscure part of the world. In his travels 
in the mountain region of northern Albania, Engineer Steinmetz, for example, 
almost within sight of Scutari, fell in with phases of life that would seem more char- 
acteristic of some earlier century. Girls and women on the road were bending under 
heavy burdens which they were carrying to the market towns. Men, on the other 
hand, carried only their fine rifles. The explorer saw only one muzzle-loader among 
the mountaineers, who are fully abreast of the times in the value of their guns. 

The first night out from Scutari Steinmetz became accidentally the guest of the 
celebrated outlaw, Kin Matija, who lives by nightly forays upon the plain dwellers, 
and seems to live in perfect security among his mountains, though the Turkish Gov- 
ernment has set a price on his head. 

Among these mountains the first questions that all men asked Steinmetz were, 
" Who are you ?" and " Where did you come from ?" He thought it most fortunate 
that in this lawless land there is an unwritten law which is protective in its effect. 
In whatever house he ate a piece of bread, or even drank a glass of water, he was 
henceforth a friend of that house, and any injury to him would probably be avenged. 

Steinmetz's two journeys were in the basin of the middle and lower Drin, which 
had already been studied on the geographical side by Hassart, von Ostreich, and 
Consul General von Ippen. The explorer's two maps show a region divided by par- 
allel ranges, and deep, very narrow valleys, into natural mountain districts, where it 
would be very difficult, without large sacrifice, for the Government fully to impose its 
authority upon the people. Steinmetz comments on the barrenness of the upper 
parts of the mountains and the distances of the small settlements from one another. 

Lie Origin! degli Stati TJniti D' America. Gennaro Mondaini. pp. 

xvi + 460. Ulrico Hoepli, Milano, 1904. 

The physiographic description of the territory of the United States that opens 
this well-intended volume is concise, but quite sufficient for the scope of the book. 
The chapter about the Moundbuilders might have been shorter for what it really con- 
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tains, as in statements like these: "Edifices constructed on the tops of hills and 
containing as many as 5,000 persons"; and, " Or are these the monuments of that 
great civilized empire founded, as the Iroquois tradition tells, by the Indian tribe of 
theLenni Lenape, who came into the valley of the Mississippi from the North-west, 
and were driven out by more barbarous peoples, who forced them to take refuge in the 
most inaccessible canons, where are still found remains of extraordinary buildings? "; 
or, again, "finally Morton, with perhaps sounder judgment than any, attributes 
them to that Toltec type represented by the primitive inhabitants of Mexico — a type 
physically distinct from the true North American, because it is dolichocephalic rather 
than brachycephalic."* (Pp. 21 and 22.) These show that the author still comfort 
ably reposes in what was once thought to be true. To the same class of information 
belong the discourses about the " Great Spirit " of the American Indians (p. 25). 

As with the overwhelming majority of European writers on these topics, a 
guileless faith in the knowledge of our forefathers characterizes the author's point of 
view and leaves it an open question whether the briefness of his remarks on the sub- 
ject of the primitive inhabitants of North America might not, perhaps, have been 
more decided. The same kind of " archaic " knowledge is displayed in the short 
review of Spanish attempts at colonization of the North American coast. 

Mondaini's conception of the merits of Puritan colonization is not always impar- 
tial. The great influence which the Puritans have exercised over the development of 
what is now the United States appears to him a logical sequence of the principles of 
Puritanism. But he is not an admirer without reserve, for he remarks (p. 80): 
' ' If this rigidity, which soon degenerated into an intolerance that prohibited 
everything ' but marrying and making money,' renders the Pilgrims less attrac- 
tive to us, it is certain, on the other hand, that this sovereign contempt for whatever 
gladdens and embellishes life contained within itself the assurance of success in that 
hard country, "f 

The maxim to ' ' marry and make money " has, as far as the second part of it is 
concerned, become one of the strongest survivals of Puritan influence in this country. 
In regard to the first part there have been modifications, to which the tendencies of 
the " Puritan forefathers " are not altogether foreign. 

Handsome is the tribute paid to Roger Williams, and without a consequent strin- 
gency towards the intolerability or intolerance of the Puritans. Mr. Mondaini's 
admiration for the latter leads him to attribute to them almost every noticeable feature 
or deed with which the people of the United States can be credited. 

Whereas, in the second chapter, the author has hardly sufficient praise for the 
Puritans, in the third the colony of Jamestown, Virginia, is roughly handled. He 
calls the founders of that colony adventurers of the worst kind (" Erano essi avven- 
turieri della peggior specie), and similar "names," that show his ultra-democratic, 
not to say socialistic, inclinations, and detract henceforth much from the value of the 
little work. Hereafter Mondaini far exceeds George Bancroft, in thelatter's Apology 

* " edifici costrutti in cima ai colli e contenenti persino 5000 persone," and " O sono questi i 
monumenti di quell 1 impero grande e civile fondato, come suona la tradizione irochese, dalla tribu 
Indiana dei Lemni Lenapi, scesi dal nord-ovest nella vallata del Mississippi e scacciati di qui da genti 
piu barbare, che li avrebbero costretti a cercare rifugio nei piu impraticabili caftons, dove pur trovansi 
vestigie di costruzioni stranissime ? " Or u il Morton infine, con piu ragione forse d'ogni altro, li attri- 
buisce a quel tipo Tolteco, rappresentato pure dagli abitanti primitivi del Messico, tipo distinto fisi- 
camente da quello nord-americano vero e proprio per essere dolicocefalo anziche brachicefalo." 

t Se questa rigidita, degenerata ben presto in una intolleranza che tutto proibiva se ne eccettui 
" maritarsi e guadagnar denaro," cirende meno simpatici i Pellegrini, certo e d'altra parte che questo 
disprezzo sovrano per quanto allieta ed abbellisce la vita portava in se la garanzia del successo in quel 
rude paese. . . 
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of Puritanism called, by title and courtesy, the History of the United States. He 
is manifestly a sincere socialist who, however (even in case he visited the United 
States), has not penetrated beyond the surface, and is imbued with sympathies and 
ideas becoming more and more antiquated. Distance has lent enchantment to his 
view; and while there is no sign in his book of any overdose of "book-learning," 
the almost exclusive reliance upon sources of a certain kind greatly mars the impor- 
tance of his otherwise well-meant effort. 

A good Italian translation of the Declaration of Independence and of the Consti- 
tution of the United States is appended. A. F. B. 

Iia Republics Argentina, nelle sue Fasi Storiche e nelle sue 
attuali Condizioni Geografiche, Statistiche ed Economiche, di 
Ezio Colombo. Con Tavola, Carta, e Indice dei Nomi. pp. xii 4- 330. 
Ulrico Hoepli, Milano, 1905. 
This little book is, in fact, a guide to immigrants; and if we consider that between 
the year 1857 and the end of December, 1902, more than two millions of foreigners 
settled in the Argentine (of whom nearly one million three hundred thousand were 
Italians), the timeliness of such a booklet becomes quite apparent. At present one- 
third of the inhabitants of the country are Italians or descendants of Italians. 
Among these, fifty per cent, are from southern Italy ; next in numbers come the 
Genoese. Of the latter the book very justly says : " To tell the truth, there is no 
corner of the New World into which they have not penetrated. " This is especially 
true of the western coast, where the Genoese began to arrive in the fifth decade of 
the past century, and in greater numbers since 1849 in California. As an element of 
advantage to the country, the northern Italians (Piedmontese, Lombards, and Vene- 
tians) are placed in the foreground, being generally tillers of the soil ; whereas the 
southern Italians form a rather floating population, and the Genoese have almost 
monopolized the higher branches of finance and commerce. 

True to the special task which the author seems to have proposed to himself — to 
wit, that of making his countrymen acquainted with the Argentine, its resources, 
and inducements for immigrants — he goes on describing the land, after giving a 
sketch of its political history. This resume is well co-ordinated, and its tone is 
quite impartial. The short allusions to the primitive ethnography of the country 
are, while not always strictly exact, still satisfactory on the whole. There follow 
chapters on economical questions, concise but correct pictures of the Fauna and 
Flora, on Geology and Mineralogy, interesting chapters devoted to Orography and 
Hydrography. The second half of the little volume contains the descriptions of 
the various provinces, and, appended, a catalogue of works advertised in the Manuali 
Hoepli, published at Milan. As a guide the book is of a superior type ; it bears a 
decidedly scientific character of the popular kind, and is useful, not only to those 
who consult it for purposes of emigration, but to the general reader and student of 
geography and natural history. A. F. B. 

The Coal-Fields of Great Britain : Their History, Structure, and 

Resources. By Edward Hull. Fifth Edition, Revised, xxii and 472 pp., 

15 Maps and Illustrations and Index. Hugh Rees, Ltd., London, 1905. 

(Price, 14s.) 

The new edition of this authoritative work is welcomed as supplying the latest 

information on the subject. The book embodies the results arrived at by the Royal 

Coal Commission of 1904, describes, in addition to the coal fields of Great Britain, 

those of the Indian and Colonial Empire and of other parts of the world, and con- 



